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Boston, Sept. 15. 1889.
Dear Mr. Isawa.

We have all returned from Maine, including Miss Koda.

Miss Koda has had very good health, since she had been in America. She got a good start
before the vacation and since she has been in Maine, has been very diligent in her practice of
music.

She has practiced the Violin three hours a day and the Piano two.

Besides that, she has given the twin boys lessons on the violin and has paid - by that - for a
very nice gold watch. A ladies wath [sic] the same style as the one I carried in Japan.

She had commenced her lessons in the Conservatory from the 12th last. Besides the Violin &
Piano, she thakes [sic] lessons in Harmony with Mr. Emery. So she now has Mr. Fealton [sic] as
her teacher of the Piano, the King of Pianists, Prof. Mahr on the Violin, one of the best in the
world, and Mr. Emery is one of our very best Harmony teachers.

I do not know whether you have my Revised “National Music Course”, Books & Charts. If
not, I should be pleased to send them to you.

Would you like to have me send you the Music which she is studying? If so I will send it to you.
I suppose you understand that Dr. Tourjee and his family reside in the Conservatory, so that they

look after Miss Koda as though she were a Member of their family.

I understand Miss Koda that some of the Japanese musical “Instrument Makers” are
manufactering Organs. I am glad to learn that. Although you have made reeds for shos [ £ : 5]

HI#73: ] long before we did in this country or in Europe, I suppose they may find some difficulty
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in makind [sic] those for the Bass notes, or in obtaining an evenness in the power of the tones
between the Bass & the Treble.
These are factories in this country where they make Reeds for Organs. Only - by machinery.
If I can be of any service to you in any way, I will do anything for you with pleasure. My family
are all in good health. My own health is good.
With my best regards to Mr. Isawa, and all who may remember me.
I remain,
yours truly,
L. W. Mason
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Boston U. S. A. April 18. 1890
N. E. Conservatory of Music
Mr. S. Isawa,
Tokyo Academy of Music
Dear Sir,

I take the liberty to write to you in the interest of my pupil Miss Nobu Koda, who feels
exceedingly sorry, that she is ordered to break up her musical studies here and to resume them
in Germany and I cannot help to consider this a rather unfortunate and experimental
arrangement for her.

All music teachers of higher standard have of course the same end in view, namely: to make
their pupils artistic performers and thorough musicians, however the methods, by which this end
is reached, are manifold and ever changing according to the individuality of the teacher and the
pupil. Miss Koda now has at present fully entered in the spirit of my method, enjoys her work
and is advancing at a rate, that she could leave here as a very creditable performer and
accomplished musician in about two more years. After she has completed her course here, a
year’s travel and stay in Europe would of course be beneficial to her taste, widen her horizont[sic]
in musical and general matters, but even this would be more of a luxury, than of a necessity, as
we have as good instructors here as they have there and the musical life of Boston can compete
with the life of musical centres in Germany.

I could understand, if you had sent her from Japan directly to Germany, but it seems almost
cruel, to have her taken away in the midst of a course, at a point, at which she is just commencing
to ripen the results of her first year studying here.

I hope, you will reconsider the matter once more and change your decision in her favor. I am
very much satisfied with the talent and progress of Miss Koda and shall be glad to have her
continue with me.

Very respectfully
Carl Faelten

Professor of Pianoforte at the New England Conservatory Boston.

I fully endorse the views of Mr. C. Faelten & would be glad if Miss Nobu Koda would continue
her studies under my tuition.
Very respectfully
Emil Mahr
Prof. of Violin at the New Engl. Conservatory Boston
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#52. Austin St.
Cambridge Mass.
June 30th 1890

My dear Mrs. Irish

It was very kind of you to gave me your picture, I thank you for it. Perhaps you know already
that Mr. Isawa has decided to have me to go to Vienna this summer. & I must start befor long. 1
am sorry for I can not see you any more and all friends of Buckfield and more over I must leave
my teachers of the N. E. C. But I can not help, so I only hope that I will find some good friends
and have a good opportunity for my musical education.

Katie and Mrs. Mason gave me a nice preasent for farewell. Mr. Mason gave me the beautiful
violin. I do not know how I will explain my gratitude. I shall never forget them. I shall be very
happy to hear from you on a while, also I will try to write you. I think I will remain here in
Cambridge a week or two. Give my love to Mr Irish & all boys and Lucy. Hoping your pleasant
summer & happy life. I will close with much love.

Your loving friend
Nobu Koda

I will send you one of my picture.
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Twenty years ago he [ =Tourjée] was in the Maine woods with Mr. Megata, the Japanese
commissioner. In their conversation Dr. Tourjée said: “You are introducing Western schools and
studies into your empire. But there is one essential you are neglecting, and it is of radical importance.
...you can never get the full advantage of our education until you adopt also our music, and you never
can be civilized by the standard of Christendom until you adopt also our system of notation. That
pursued thoroughly in your schools will in ten years make another nation of you.”

The commissioner was deeply interested. “But,” he said, “we can not abandon the musical
instruments we have used for centuries. Can not they be restrung?”

“..., the makers can rearrange them in the true scale, and adapt them to our music, without injuring
their use for you own.”
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in thirty thousand schools and universities, and the Christianizing of Japan is enormously aided by
Christian music.

Last year the result of that reformation was seen at the Conservatory in the arrival there of the first
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pupil from Japan, -a brilliant young lady sent by the Empress, in order that her musical studies in her
native land might be completed by a thorough mastery of the music of the West. The missionary
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490.

77) Anna L. Bing (1864-1923) NECHi &o 2V ¥ A MIROTEKLFBRIZ18TIFEICAZR I, E v 7
LE L L C 18884 I AT L CH 2 4HY L7z 19004FICALIRICRE > TV %, 20 HAREN
TEF, 19084F MM L7ze ([EHAMIEIE—5 ] iR =i A S Ak KPR HR A
DHERZ D EIER L72d D)

Y 7oREDb &, HKELFERIZI80FE LD, 72XV IOREOGTEREASFOHN) F25
ARG L QERFREGEBREZES NEREREAEL] 19804F, 38H), 189049 H 50
Boston Musical Herald (ULF BMH) @it ‘N.E. Conservatory Items’ Tix, (Many of our readers
will remember Miss Anna Bing who fitted herself for musical missionary work, and went to Nagasaki,
Japan, and will be glad to learn of her marked success. The characteristic avidity with which this
interesting nation is taking hold of new and improved things in general, is seen in their marked
interest and progress is the study of music.) & HiiE & LT, WMARLKFERETITbLHEREEDO 7O S
S h%, UTOX)IC%EEBEEDOLRN %2 THIALTWwb, (The following sample pupils’
recital program will be interesting: Piano duet, Marches Militaires, Schubert, Miss Bing and Mutsu
Tanaka; Organ, Minuet, Op. 49, No. 2, Beethoven, Suye Shibata; Piano, Venetianischas [sic]
Gondollied, G minor, Mendelssohn, Mrs. Quin; piano and organ, Adagio, Kalliwoda, Frances Davison
and Katsu Kimura; Trio, Down in the Dewy Bell, Smart, Nine Japanese young ladies; Piano Duet,
Valse Caprice, Raff, Mrs. Rogers and Mrs. Quin; Piano, Sonate E. Minor, Haydn, Presto, Finale,
Frances Davison; Organ, Gloria, 12th Mass, Mozart, Yoshi Shimoura; Piano, Valse Brilliante, Op. 34,
No. 3, Chopin, Mrs. Rogers; Piano, If I were a Bird, Henselt; Rigoletto, Verdi-Liszt, Anna L. Bing.) (vol.
11-9 (Sep. 1890) p. 201) 5 AFIZbFLFHEVDH 5,

78) Manual of the New England Conservatory of Music 1886-1887 DitZ (FAUARMB— [FEET - Bk
EHADEA] FHZKHE 19994, 209H) .

79) BMH 189145 H5®D b v )b ¥ = —BMELHIZ L 5 (vol. 12-5 (May 1891), p. 83) .

80) NECHi#®D M v VY = —RILED A T v 77y 7 (BEEAY), (Through his personal
influence, and under his advice, the system of musical instruction in Japan has entirely changed, and
all its 30,000 schools made to conform to the methods in use in the New England Conservatory.)

81) ‘N.E. Conservatory Items’ in BMH vol. 107 (July 1889), p. 164.

82) Emil Mahr (1851-1914), AA A - N—FrHEFh, BICL L MR T 7 A F V= A b I —
+7 - 97 & A Josepf Joachim (1831-1907) D ([FADPAE], 39H). 1872-74E DM b & —
O T 25404 MR —F A NI THEIT 74+ ) =AM, 18TTHENSILER, vy R
> TP Richter Concerts T % — MY R ¥ — % Bd7z, 1887475 NECIZFEHk. (O. Thompson:
The International Cyclopedia of Music and Musicians, Dodd, Mead & Company, New York, 1944 } O
1964).

83) Carl Faelten (1846-1925) FA Y - Fa—) Y Y EFTh, FAVET AV ADET=A b, #
ER. 777 7N NTEZIM,, 18824ET A1) AN RNV FET THZ 72, 18854E X ) NEC
WZTERR, Fo vy z—0RBIEE LTNECORELZHD S (1890-974F), 1897THEHL DY T J 4%
i, BT 2 HUEE WO ML TS, (FHE)

84) ‘N.E. Conservatory Items’ in BMH vol. 11-1 (Jan. 1890) p. 15.

85) BSOD 715 112% 5 (NECHTH) o

86) LA =B A=Y VST, BRHNCHED LTI > T D (EIHREE S - TR Al
FEREIPUR G R o

— 209 —



i) FNRELATRRLE A 5475

87) Stephen Albert Emery (1841-1891) 7 A V) 1 OfEMIR, HERK. F—+ IV K, 54TV 1k,
FUVATFT Y THAZDSL, 18674 & ) NECIZ/ENk. KA b Y RETHHIBE, WELr#Z 7.
150 xR OAEM & 5% L 720 BMH D44 TH & o720 (Thompson: ibid)

88) ‘N.E. Conservatory Items’ in BMH vol. 11-1 (Jan. 1890) p. 15.

89) Arthur Nikisch (1855-1922) BIfED /N> 77 — W & DIRIEH

90) Eugen d’Albert (1864-1932) A2 v F 7 ¥ FI L TR A VIZILL7AEIIEK, €7 =R bo
18894E MANS 12AIEHFTRA M ¥ T, vrEiRil (N=h=_VE4F, Sanr /vy
VefmEELE, VANELE) OV A ¥ VEITo 72, G H. Wilson: The Musical Year-Book of the
United States Vol. VII. 1889-90, Alfred Mudge & Son, Boston, p. 25.

91) Anton Hekking (1856-1935) * 5 > ¥ ®DF = A b, HEDOFRZ b YilfEH1Z, 18894E4 H D BSO
DifZE4C, Volkmann %z LT\ 5% (NECHIK 7T 7 T &),

92) Pablo Sarasate (1844-1908) A XA YHH DT 7 A+ 1) = A b+, EHFK, 1889FED 11 H2 5 12
HIZHFT, RAPYTREL, NX—=F=XRIRAVYTNVAY = DOHZEM % Exuv7z, (G H.
Wilson: ibid, p. 25) The Cosmopolitan, Vol. VII, May-October, 1889

93) ‘Concerts’ in BMH vol. 11-5 (May 1890), p. 120.

94) (The last monthly meeting of the Beneficent Society of the New England Conservatory was held in
Sleeper Hall. ...After the business session, Miss Koda, a young Japanese student, played two short
violin selections.) ‘N. E. Conservatory Items’ in BMH vol. 11-5 (May 1890) p. 118.

95) NECJik 71 2 5 4 (New England Conservatory Programs — not cataloged), M (¥ BMH D7t%:
(Vocal Ricital given by pupils of Mr. Frank C. Morse.... The Gate of Heaven, Tours, Mrs Toyo Miyama,
(violin Obligato by Miss Nobu Koda)) ‘Concerts’ in BMH vol. 11-5 (May 1890), p. 120.

96) AR F & X (BT (1865 -KIE3 (1914) ). FILMUER [T#r &Y H 2 (5EH DLE]
(Zay ¥ liflis 19784F), R OVARIET T4 FEILE— & HRA] (A ISH 194245)
& BE, FELEEE ObICHiE 22 FLAZOE2T - R LTAETFh, IRX- Yo~
Y OESET D EMOPRLARTYHAT R, FROEME 7olze WIH1TERA Y VA MR D
FIHE— (1847-1936) Eifilhl, BAEWKL7ze H—3H v 7723, NTA R ETHH, B
H23ERE (SRIEE—OREZ2HL LTwEA, BZ4A0ENIT = MIBELTWL0
T, BNUTRELZO2D Likw),

97) NECHIHIHZER 71T 7 Lo

98) 4% HiEE, 551,

99) [HMTFCEL], 25H,

100) [ ko

101) [ HE Bl R 225 48 22 R IH ik B s e )

102) THBRAT/VE  BIRG=T 248 SAEASOTBRTE  S2RNGH  BOE3yRe ] e
WRFREEZWNT —H 4 Ty ¥ —KRFEVPREPTHDO I =1L b,

103) AV T FNIERAY) =T ¥ FREFE A — Y »&#F (L. W. Mason collection in Maryland Nr.
160)0 ZOERHIFAABR-INE Y iz,

104) [HMTECEE], 25H,

105) FE o HiEW AR BRI 2w,

106) v mIEERSC, 3H,

(OS2 0h2)

— 210 —



FEHIED KA b %

Studium in Boston von Nobu Koda

Noriko HIRATAKA

Abstract

Nach dem Studium an der Ongaku-Torishirabejo (der spiteren Musikhochschule Tokio), die
sie 1885 absolvierte, blieb Nobu Koda (1870-1946) weiterhin mit der Schule in enger Verbindung.
Sie trat u.a. bei schulinternen Konzerten und bei der Konzertreihe in der Rokumeikan-Halle auf
und gab Solo-Auftritte.

Damals schickte die japanische Regierung Stipendiaten ins Ausland, um junge Talente
auszubilden, die dann die kostspieligen auslindischen Lehrkrifte ersetzen und europiische
Musik auch auf einer hoheren Ebene einfiihren sollten. Nobu Koda war die erste Stipendiatin
des Kultusministeriums im Bereich Musik. Sie besuchte vom Mai 1889 das New England
Konservatorium in Boston, um den amerikanischen Wegbereitern, die bei der Einfiihrung der
europdischen Musik in Japan geholfen hatten, fiir ihren Verdienst zu danken. Auch berichtete sie
iiber die weitere Entwicklung der Lehre nach Tokio. Sie studierte in Boston Klavier bei Faelton
und Geige bei Mahr und bereitete sich auf das Studium in Europa vor.

Im Juli 1890 verlie3 sie Boston und ging nach Wien.

Keywords: Nobu Koda, Einfiihrung der europdischen Musik, Boston
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