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Quality of beeswax was discussed with re-
spect to bee species (A. mellifera vs. A. cerana),
locality (Japan vs. China), source plant, origin in
the hive (new and old comb, queen cell, lid of
honey or brood cells) and various handling /
storage condition. Evaluated items were melt-
ing point, acidity, saponification and iodine
values, amount of hiperoxide and hydrocarbon
composition. To discriminate the source of bee
species, an index comparing the percentage of
Cgs hydrocarbon and C, free fatty acid was
proposed as a reliable measure in addition to
known measure of acidity reflecting the

amount of free carbonic acids.



