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In this article, the genetic methods to im-
prove honeybee traits were briefly reviewed.
First, the basic concept of animal quantitative
genetics was introduced. Second, the reason
why honeybee breeding had not developed was
discussed from the standpoint of quantitative
genetics. Third, a variety of genetic methods, i.
e., selection, crossing, survey of a single gene,
development of linkage map and trans-
formation, were described. Lastly, possible ways
to employ these methods to address current
issues in apiculture were discussed. These
issues include: the invasion of Africanized hon-
eybee into USA, the development of honeybee
strain resistant to verroa mites, breeding of
gentle honeybees, and the development of insec-

ticide resistant honeybees.



