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The acquisition of UV spectra have been rou-
tinely by propolis processing companies in
order to detect and grossly quantify the flavo-
noids in raw propolis samples and alcoholic ex-
tracts. This procedure was used in presence of
standard flavonoid compounds to develop a
simple and reliable protocol in order to perform
fast qualitative analysis of propolis products.
The UV spectra revealed that flavonols present
two well defined groups of bands: two main
peaks, one between 250-270 nm and another
one between 350-390 nm; in addition to a sec-
ondary peak around 300 nm. The flavones are
characterized by the presence of two main
peaks, between 250-270 nm and 330-350 nmy;
the flavanones present two main peaks, at ca.
225 nm and between 275-290 nm, in addition to
a secondary peak between 310-330 nm. The
mixture of these compounds presents a pattern,
in which at least six of the peaks described
above are clearly observable. In spite the sim-
plicity of the method, the UV spectra were very
useful to distinguish among propolis samples
from different regions of Brazil and may be
applied to any propolis samples from abroad.



