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In January 1980, the quarterly journal “Hon-
eybee Science” started to be published and this

edition counts as the 80th issue. The editor
from 1980 to 1985 was the late Prof. Ichiji
Okada who was the first director of Institute of
Honeybee Science. Prof. Tetsuo Sakai and Prof.
Mitsuo Matsuka edited 8 and 4 volumes, respec-
tively. And the 4th director, Prof. Tadaharu
Yoshida has been in charge since 1997.

The cover of “Honeybee Science” was desig-
ned with comb cells and its color was changed
consecutively for five years term until No. 2 of
Vol. 15. When the institute was renamed as
Honeybee Science Research Center in April
1994, the photograph of honeybees has been
used as a cover with the same color order.

In these 20 volumes, 422 scientific articles
with English summaries, some of these are orig-
inal and the others have offered good chance to
see the bee world ranged widely containing his-
tory, education, chemistry, biology including
botany, utilization of bee products, etc.

Five sets of post cards have been produced
from the issues. Two of these were in the
articles of "Postage stamps of honeybees in the
world” in 1982, and “The Asian honeybees
(Apis spp.)” in 1992, the latter set won a silver
medal at the 34th APIMONDIA Congress. The
other 3 sets, "Bees in close-up” (1980), "Beekeep-
ing in Japan" (1985), and " Bees in portrait”
(1990) were also inserted. Nine popular reprints
are available from the “Honeybee Science”.
They are "Honeybees, excellent material for ob-
servations and experiments”(1980), “Royal jelly”
(1980), "A list of Japanese references on royal
jelly” (1982), "A list of Japanese references on
honey” (1984), "Honey” (1984), “Instrumental in-
semination of honeybee queens” (1989), “A com-
prehensive list of references on Japanese honey-
bees, Apis cerana japonica” (1991), “Isolation and
characterization of the tumoricidal substances
from Brazilian propolis” (1992), and “Japanese
honeybees, ecology and its rearing methods”
(1997).

This article describes the history and con-
tents, reviewing not only 20 volumes of the
“Honeybee Science”, but also 21 years of the
research center (formerly institute) and 50 years
of honeybee research in Tamagawa University,
further extending to the new millennium.



