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To produce higher quality fruit and save
labor in green house cultivation of egg plant,
introduction of insect pollinators such as bum-
blebees (mainly B. terrestris) and honeybees
(mainly Apis mellifera) has been tried in Kochi
Prefecture. Both commercial available bees
could perform as effective pollinators and
spread them rapidly. When they were compared
from the economical view points, the author
concluded that cost performance of honeybee
was superior to that of bumblebee. Although
the lesser pollination activity of honeybee
under low temperature was observed, price of
honeybee colony was much cheaper and colony
longevity was much longer than those of bum-
blebee.



